
Spotted Gum – Standing Tree to Sawn Timber 
Figure 1. - Spotted Gum stand typical of the harvest area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. - Base log, 2 top logs and landscape block cut from one tree. Pictured 
are Mark and Owen Thompson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Figure 3. - Tractor and hydraulic grapple used for snigging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. - Part of the sawn timber stack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. - A variable depth sawn groove was often left on boards >200 mm in 
width 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. - Cutting a 250 mm board required making a 200 mm cut from one 
side, flipping the saw over and cutting the edge board off the outside of the log 

and finally making the final 50 mm cut to complete the 250 mm board 
 

  



APPENDIX 3 - A TYPICAL MILLING SEQUENCE FOR A SPOTTED GUM 
LOG  

 
1. - First boards cut were usually 15 mm palings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. - Once the cut section of log was wide enough a step tread was cut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
3. - The Final cut for a 250x 50 mm Step tread 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. - Log Tension causing the 100x100 mm to pull away from the cut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



5. - The tension left in the log below the pipe is less and the 100 x 100 mm is 
straight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. - As the log is reduced, it often started to bow up in the centre necessitating 
skimming 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



7. - The remaining flitch can become unstable and difficult to cut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. - The flitch can be placed on top of the next log and sawn further 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


