SUCCESSIORIES

Agroforestry Improves Product|V|ty
By John Meadows T % :

Along the Bre Highsy in the Godte Ceek aa of
theTiao She lies an excellent example of theeposi
outcomes hievable though the adoption alliw
planned agforesty land management practice Fasss
‘Ardenage’is a 66-agpopety, acquid ly Reg and [ |1
Marg Slaughter in #r\200@Right fom the bégning
the Slaughggot stucin to the task of mamgghe
land to significanitnpo\e its poductie potential and
aesthetic appeal.

The gllov podzol soils of tlegon ae consided to
be réher pogipossessingwa fetility, a higlyleodake
ndure and often foing a hard sagé arst.Hove\er,

If the fagst types found on these sodpjapraely
managedhe can be quiteoductie. Pedominantl
these farsts & domirtad ly Spotted Gur@dgrymbia
valie@ta), with assotel species includwgite
MahoganEucsptus acmenpiGesn-dpped BoE.
moluccagn&rey Gum E.propinguand nbark E.
fibros& E.celx).

Thinned lonbak for on-&rm use

Coming ©m westen Queensland and with a
ba&gound ingzingthe Slaughteranted toatun

to this lifestyle on a smaller sogletymeagr the
coastUpon acquisitioArdenage’ had a cafing
capacity of 1 head/ 1@sciung the best timesd
in the earlyeas up to 200 bales of feedf h1ad to be
bought to suppdine existing 7 head tecBhe foest
coer vas degded and umpluctie, typical of the
unmanaged or inapueely managed ratk foests
of theegonThe fist task &s to thin the &t to alie
for impowed pastargowth, with the best-foed and
full-cowned tees selected fatention and the
remaindeemeed and de-stumped using asexca
(It is impamant to note thahe foested aa vas
previous| cleaed and mapped as white oagbeal
ecosystem map).

The paddks vere then tilled to a depth of ~ lbasc

to beak up the hard acef arst,and a combiiiwa of

lime and a high Nural fetilizer (~40kg/a®&)

incoporaed, after soil tests indexh this as

Droughtmaster ¢ie grazing throughout Spotted appopiiae. Narow furows vere installect a10m
Gums

Continued ogepkb
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Continued froge pd

intevals along the contooirthe paddowith the aim to stée tha the popety is nw largel dought-

of reducingun-off and capiuy moe soil moisteiron proofedAs the sa legumes becomeansidet
site whex it is needed to alltor impowed paster estalshedReg anticiigs thiain the near futuhe
gravth. Pastue species including Sidgttaddes andwill be dle to educe his féizer applitans i a
Biloela Buffeltagsand the legumeda@iga antfyn least hals a bit of an added bé&teghas noted tha
Cassia eve swn thoughout the sitérigdion the etained ¢éres no look alot healthier than when
infrastuctue was installed ast pdithe earlsite wrks the whole opei@n begaihe tees ha significagtl
and this &s used a&juied for pasteirestdishment. impowed gowth both in tems of gth and own
derelopmentyhile hang limited impact upon pastur
gravth. Mary of thesedes @ of a futerhigh-aiue
pole qualitand he aleag dtracted the inest of
prospect® purbases, although Reg is in oshr
undestanding thehae not gt rabed their full
economic potenti@ccasional thinnings @uit to
good use asn fencing raials and énood,and
plans to esteih a shelterbelt style plantogéithe
propeties pemeter will futher add to fuion-déum
and saldaliimber supplie#hile also @riding shade
and shelter benefits for tlestbk, and a higlay
buffeing effect.

Lush pastwr thoughout spaced Spotted Gums.

Tody the ppety stands out amongst its neighbdd
coered in denskish pastirand ell-spaced vigois
high quality ées,suppding a small herd of hgalt
Droughtmaster stowhee thee was once just sgar
pikings for aviecdtle. Regs ongoing managems
practiceshoough kneledge of higtbals equiements,
and an eimusespect for the land no doubiilaatetto
this Practices $uas occasional slastutde retention
and its incpordion into the soil veasignificagtl Recent slashed & tille@ell’, savn to Baley for
impowved the sail'organic tter content and bidkzg ~ feed & stuble retention — soil imprements &
activityReg also beéie thevaidance ofdiin the pastur obvious.

aeas has also doated to imgring soil health anéespite king mandoubtes thahis practices and
fertility. choice of pastuspeciesowld be successful on this

site Reg thaugh/ ineestigied his plans andspsted.
Timey cell gazing is practicedvmichay possibility of Over time this eftonas mnen verthwhile and the
owergazing andasion impacthee ae may olvious Site impnements speak for theras€his popety
site impovements - theqpety nav has a aging repesents a shining example ofatiecpe and
capacity 1 head / 2.5eaagar ound with no need t&fnvironmental benefits aedle though a ell-
purdase additional femod pduces up to 2dme Planned and implementeaf@esty appvad), with
weanes / year for salé the local ttheyards Eosion Reg appriéing the benefits aferetention for the
potential has been significediicedand soil organidealth of tharn and its istok, the wider landscape
madter, moistue content and titty impovements ar and for maintaining and enhancingopedi¢s’
clear to seBam immements &re also made dimap aesthetic and econosaligev
mote water to beeatained on siteeg is confident enough @
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